
   

We still have an openings for 

president and also for a 

product person.  

Wow, what a chance for a 

lifetime. 

 

 

 

June 12, 2021  
Volume 12 Issue 5 

Prairieland Koi & 
Pond Society 

 You  can pay your dues  now, they are 

still only $20 ! 
 

Please give cash/check to our treasurer: 

Or Send To: Letriana Cantrell 

311 Arnold Rd. 

East Peoria, II 61611 

June 12, 2021 at 9:00 A.M. 

Judy McCall-Speaker 

14105 N. River Beach Dr. 

Chillicothe, Il. 

“Very incredible garden walk encompassing 

her entire yard” 

Directions 

From Knoxville at Il. 6, take Il. 6 N. for 3.6 

miles to Il. 29. Take 29 N for 3.2 miles  and 

turn Rt. Onto Layne Crossing. After 400 ft.  

turn left onto River Beach Dr, and go only .1 

mil to Judy McCall on your left. 
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The Chloramine is toxic to the fish as it passes through their gills 
and is absorbed into the blood stream, once in there it reacts with 
the haemoglobin to change this to methemoglobin which is not 
capable of absorbing oxygen to the same extent as the original 
haemoglobin.  

Water companies can change from Chlorine to Chloramines at any time so to 

protect your fish and please always add water conditioner whenever you add wa-

ter. The club sells conditioner for $10.00 and it treats 16,000 gallons of water. 

Now that is very reasonable. 

You are not going to want to miss the next meeting at Judy McCall’s house. Her 

garden is beautiful and has so many different plants that it is not boring at all. 

She is also our speaker so it will be very interesting. Bring your chairs to sit on 

and also if you want coffee, please bring that also. We are only serving bottled 

water but we will have donuts. 

My pond finally cleared up and I think it was partly the weather but mostly my 

air pump had really lost its umph. What was a fine pump before, got less effec-

tive because over time the rubber diaphragm became softer and less effective. 

Replacement parts are available. 

 I bought a new one and it cleared up right away. Sometimes we forget how im-

portant oxygen is to our ponds. Not only for our fish, but bacteria requires it to 

replicate and clean our water. Remember also that warm water holds a lot less 

oxygen than cold water. Also plants give off oxygen in the day but use oxygen at 

night, so run that air pump 24 hours a day.  

Aerators are hard to size because what acts like a Jacuzzi in a 2 ft. deep pond 

will hardly bubble in a 4 or 5 ft.  pond. I have mine on a remote switch so I can 

turn the bubble off to see the fish better. I also have an air pump in front of my 

skimmer that I can turn it on when I feed the fish so the food doesn’t go in the 

skimmer and pollute the water.  

We all do things differently but if it works, don’t change it. 
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Koi Overcrowding 

 
By Karen Pattist 

An overcrowded Koi pond is a very common problem!  Buying too many Koi is easy to do and Koi grow, compounding the problem.  What makes the Koi hobby unique among all other fish 
hobbies is that Koi is a hobby about BIG fish.  Falling in love with Koi and deciding to have a pond built in the backyard is an exciting process.  There is a lot of thinking and hopefully learning 
to be done on location, water quality and filters.  Build the pond as big as you comfortably can, using 5,000 U.S. gallons as a minimum size.  Buy the best piping, filters and pumps on the pond 
as you can afford, and remember that easy maintenance means that you will be more likely to do it!  Start with small, inexpensive Koi, and once you learn to keep them alive, then consider 
moving on to more expensive fish.  
One way to avoid overstocking is follow the S.A.F.E. Koi Pond Limits.  All ponds should be able to meet the following 4 criteria.   S = at least 10 gallons of water for every linear inch of fish in 
the pond.  A = aeration capability equal to at least 80% of the fully-saturated dissolved-oxygen level at the warmest temperature of the day.  F = flow rate through the bioconverter (aka biofilter 
or bioreactor), which should equal at least 60gpm for each pound of food fed to the fish each day. E = emergency capacity for life support. This is equal to double the pond volume after all min-
imum conditions above are met. 
Another reason to cull the number of Koi is that Koi grown in crowded conditions usually don’t look or act happy when we view them in the pond.  They don’t seem to swim around as much 
and their colors aren’t as bright.  If the water quality is unfavorable the Koi don’t seem to be as hungry as they should be and feeding Koi is one of the highlights of having a Koi pond. The Koi 
are not as hungry when they are crowded because they are not able to exercise much by swimming around and investigating their surroundings.  The oxygen in the water could also be depleted 
due to overcrowding.  It is hard for the Koi to feel good in murky, stale water that exists in crowded conditions.  It has been said to only have as many Koi as you can keep in a quarantine tank 
if they get sick.  Overcrowding conditions is also a recipe for having sick Koi as it is hard to have good water quality with too many Koi.  Overcrowding conditions with all the ammonia and 
solid waste Koi produce is a good way for parasites and bacteria to multiply rapidly.  Since Koi are very gregarious creatures and are always touching and in contact with each other it is very 
likely they will pass along any and all diseases they may have.   All ponds have bacteria but Koi in good health and in good water quality are able resist getting sick from the bacteria that live in 
the pond.  A good way to think of this is to imagine swimming around in your own toilet.  Not a pleasant thought! 
Small Koi that are sexually immature can grow very fast in warmer water, and the optimal water temperature for Koi is 70 to 78 degrees.  Koi continue to grow for years and many have the 
genetic potential to grow to 30”.   While a small Koi does not take up too much room in the pond or have much effect on water quality, a larger Koi can significantly impact the water quality of 
a pond.  Large Koi can weigh in excess of 30 pounds.  Think about the amount of waste that a 30 pound dog produces and remember that Koi are grazers that eat continuously when possible – 
and you get some idea of the magnitude of the waste produced by each Koi.  Different opinions on how many Koi a pond can hold vary all the way from 250 gallons per Koi to more than 500 
gallons per Koi, but the right answer for your pond will depend on so many factors that it’s often not useful to use a rule of thumb.  A 10,000 gallon pond should be able to hold 20 Koi - but 
what size Koi?  What if the Koi keeper still gets a positive reading for ammonia or nitrite even when they do water changes and cleans the filters regularly? If the Koi keeper does not want to 
add more filtration, then it is time to relocate some of the Koi to a new home.  We become attached to the Koi, and as responsible owners, we want the Koi to go to a good home. 
It has been said that if the pond owner does not select which Koi to get rid of, then Mother Nature will cull the pond, and she won’t necessarily choose the ones that the pond owner would 
have.  So what can a person do when they end up with too many Koi?  There are several options.  Most local Koi clubs have run Koi auctions to raise money for their club.  A pond owner can 
donate extra Koi to the club so that the Koi not only end up in good homes, but it helps raise money for the club at the same time!  Many Koi clubs have monthly newsletters, and a Koi owner 
can advertise and sell the Koi that they would like to relocate to a new home.  Koi are sometimes sold on e-Bay, but the seller would need to know how to ship the Koi safely across the coun-
try.  The Koi keeper can build a second pond, but that usually is not an option because of the expense.  More filtration can be added to improve water quality, but the Koi will continue to grow, 
and that may just be a temporary solution to the situation.  And always, an owner with an overcrowded pond needs to resist buying more Koi.  No Koi keeper should ever be tempted to put un-
wanted Koi in a river or lake.  This is nearly ALWAYS against the law, plus it destroys the eco-system of the natural lake or pond because carp out-compete the native species, and end up de-
stroying the diversity of life in the pond!  
The best way for beginners to avoid overcrowding is to become educated about Koi.  In order to be good Koi keepers, we need to understand their habits, their water quality needs and how to 
feed them.  A bit of homework up front can greatly help to avoid future problems.   If you are a pond owner with too many Koi, you will need to relocate some of the Koi to a new home until 
you are down to an acceptable number in order to both keep your pond in perfect running condition and maintain good water quality. 

 
by Stevie Sigan 

Posted by Bill Hoffman on Jul 9th 2019 

How to Acclimate New Koi and Other Fish to your Pond 

Properly acclimating your new koi and other fish to your pond is very important!  

When acclimating your new fish, the goal is to decrease the stress as much as possible. We do this by grad-
ually allowing them to get used to your pond water’s temperature, pH level and water chemistry. The accli-
mation process should take 15 to 60 minutes.  

STEP 1.) It is best if the acclimation process begins within 1 hour of purchasing fish. Be sure to keep the bag 
out of direct sunlight during transportation. If it is going to be more than an hour before you can start accli-
mating your fish, let your sales person know so they can prepare your fish for a longer trip.  

STEP 2.) When you arrive at your pond or quarantine tank, open the bag and add some of your pond water 
into the bag – a few cups to start with. Now, float the bag for 5 minutes, while securing the bag to the ponds 
edge. The bag should be left open, but do not allow your new fish to swim out of the bag yet.  

STEP 3.) Repeat Step 2 by adding some more pond water into the bag; add about 10 to 20% of the amount in 
bag. Again, float the bag for 5 minutes, while securing the bag to the ponds edge. The bag should be left 
open, but do not allow your new fish to swim out of the bag yet.  

STEP 4.) Then repeat Step 3 by adding some more pond water into the bag every 5 minutes for at least 15 
minutes, but preferably longer.  

STEP 5.) When fish have been acclimated for 15 to 60 minutes, it is time to release them into your pond or 
quarantine tank.  

 
SOME VITAL THINGS TO REMEMBER: 

 Stock your new Pond with no more than one inch of fish per one square foot of water surface area dur-
ing the first year.  
  

 Add fish over a period of time. Adding too many fish at one time can upset the ecosystem, particularly in 
smaller ponds.  
 It takes 4 to 6 weeks for nitrifying bacteria (good bacteria) to multiply to levels large enough to handle 
new fish waste.  
 Fish Grow and Multiply!  

  
 For continued fish health, test your water regularly. Specifically, for pH and Ammonia levels. 

 A fish’s diet depends on the weather and water temperature. Feed accordingly.  
 

https://waterxscapes.com/blog/how-to-acclimate-new-koi-and-other-fish-to-your-pond/
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If your pond looks like this, you may be over crowded. 
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Dates to save 

June 20-Board Meeting 

July 10-Pond Meeting 

July 25-Pond Meeting 

August 14-Pond Meeting 

August 28-Board Meeting 

September 11-Pond Meeting 

September 25-Board Meeting 

October 9-Pond Meeting 

October 23-Board Meeting 

November 13- Banquet 

November 20-Board Meeting 
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